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Introduction:

Economic development is crucial for generating wealth, creating
jobs, reducing poverty, and raising the standard of living (Arku,
2015). Recently, climate change has caused a shift in conversation
in favour of sustainable economic development. Traditional
economic development for the purpose of increasing GDP involves
a grim trade-off with environmental quality (Blackman, 1994). For
economic growth to be sustainable, it must meet the needs of
current generations without impacting the needs of future
generations, including access to high-quality environmental assets
(Greenwood, 2010). This means that our actions in the present must
not have a negative impact on future humans and their
environment.
In literature, it is argued that sustainability and economic
development are incompatible, with the consumerist societies that
we reside in cause great harm to the environment (Purvis et al.,
2018). Sustainable development means that governments must
consider social and environmental factors when making
investment decisions (Hammer & Pivo, 2017). It has become crucial
for governments to create policy that help to reduce emissions and
other pollutants to preserve the natural environment for the future.

Research Questions:
How do cities contextualize sustainability within their local economic development planning?
To what extent do they prioritize sustainability over economic objectives?
Do cities describe challenges in implementing sustainable economic development?
What policies are cities proposing to increase economic sustainability?
Are there examples of policy that cities have implemented that match their outlined
sustainability objectives?

RESEARCH SCOPE &
METHODOLOGY
This research investigates economic development plans and
strategies documents from 46 cities in Ontario. This includes
cities of all sizes and all regions of Ontario.
Themes will be discovered through a content analysis of the
documents. Themes and topics will emerge from investigating
the policy documents and subsequently be 'coded' in Nvivo 12.
These themes will be used to draw conclusions on how
sustainability is conceived by localities in Ontario.

WHAT THEMES DO WE SEE?

SUSTAINABILITY = LOW PRIORITY
There is a noticeable lack in mentioning environmental sustainability.
Some cities do not mention environmental sustainability in their
documents at all. If there is mention, it is usually the municipality
nodding to climate change or the need for sustainable development,
but there are no specific policies mentioned.
Predominant use of the term "sustainability" refers to financial
sustainability instead of environmental sustainability.
"Economic Development
Strategy Update"
Town of Richmond Hill

"Detailed Strategic Plan"
City of Peterborough

ONLY WHAT HELPS THE ECONOMY
Economic goals and objectives in the plans reflect some of the
recommendations for sustainable economic development, but the
language shows that these policies are primarily to benefit their
economic growth rather than benefiting nature and the environment.

POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

Manufacture
environmentally
friendly products

LEED-certified
buildings
Public transit,
cycling, and
walking
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